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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

1. (Currently Amended) Method for mod i fy i ng p l ant growth and 
dovo l opmont increasinq plant yield , comprising introducing and expressing an isolated 
nucleic acid encoding a metallothionein protein a g e n e t i c mod i f i cat i on in said plant and 
selecting for increased modu l ated expression in said plant of a nucleic acid compared to 
plants of the same species lacking said genetic modification as an indication of a plant 
with increased yield, encod i ng a mota ll othiono i n proto i n, prov i ded that sa i d mod i f i od 
growth and d e v el opm e nt i s not i ncr e as e d m e ta l accumu l at i on or i ncr e as e d to le ranc e or 
ros i stanco to ab i ot i c stress 

wherein said nucleic acid is selected from the group consisting of 

(i) the nucleic acid sequence of SEQ ID NO: 1 : 

(ii) a nucleic acid sequence encoding protein of SEQ ID NO:2: and 

(iii) a nucleic acid sequence encoding a metallothionein protein which is at least 
95% identical to SEQ ID NO: 2 . 

2. (Currently Amended) Method according to claim 1 , wherein said mod i f ie d 
p l ant growth and d e v el opm e nt i s increased yield comprises , pr e f e rab l y an increase of 
biomass and/or seed yield, when compared to plants of the same species lacking said 
genetic modification corrospond i ng w il d typo p l ants . 

3. (Currently Amended) Method according to claim 2, wherein said increased 
seed-yield comprises increased total number of seeds and/or increased total weight of 
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seeds, when compared to plants of the same species lacking said genetic 
modification corr e spond i ng w il d typ e p l ants 

4. (Currently Amended) Method according to Claim [[1]]2, wherein said 
increased yield comprises an increase in biomass modu l at e d e xpr e ss i on i s i ncr e as e d 
e xpr e ss i on . 

5. (Currently Amended) Method according to Claim [[1]]2, wherein said 
increased yield comprises an increase in seed yield g e n e t i c mod i f i cat i on compr i s e s 
i ntroduc i ng an i so l at e d nuc lei c ac i d e ncoding a m e ta ll oth i on ei n prot ei n i nto a p l ant . 

6. (Previously Presented) Method according to Claim 1, wherein said nucleic 
acid encoding a metallothionein protein encodes a type 2 metallothionein. 

7. (Currently Amended) Method according to claim 6, wherein said nucleic acid 
is derived from a plan t, pr e f e rab l y from a d i coty le donous p l ant, mor e pr e f e rab l y from th e 
fam il y Brass i cac e a e , most pr e f e rab l y th e nuc lei c ac i d s e qu e nc e i s from Arab i dops i s 
th o l i o n o 

Claim 8. (Canceled) 

9. (Currently Amended) Method according to any one of Claims 1 or 5 to 7 , 
wherein expression of said nucleic acid encoding a metallothionein is driven by a 
constitutive promoter , pr e f e rab l y th e r i c e GQS2 promot e r . 

10. (Previously Presented) Plants obtainable by a method according to Claim 1 . 
Claims 11-24. (Canceled) 

25. (new) Method for increasing plant yield, comprising introducing and 
expressing an isolated nucleic acid encoding a metallothionein protein in said plant and 
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selecting for increased plant yield compared to plants of the same species lacking said 
genetic modification. 

26 (new) Method according to claim 25, wherein said increased yield comprises 
an increase of biomass and/or seed yield, when compared to plants of the same 
species lacking said genetic modification. 

27. (new) Method according to claim 26, wherein said increased yield 
comprises increased total number of seeds and/or increased total weight of seeds, 
when compared to plants of the same species lacking said genetic modification 

28. (new) Method according to Claim 26, wherein said increased yield 
comprises an increase in biomass. 

29. (new) Method according to Claim 26, wherein said increased yield 
comprises an increase in seed yield. 

30. (new) Method according to Claim 25, wherein said nucleic acid encoding a 
metallothionein protein encodes a type 2 metallothionein. 

31 . (new) Method according to claim 30, wherein said nucleic acid is derived 
from a plant. 

32. (new) Method according to Claim 25, wherein said nucleic acid is selected 
from the group consisting of 

(i) the nucleic acid sequence of SEQ ID NO: 1 ; 

(ii) a nucleic acid sequence encoding protein of SEQ ID NO:2; and 

(iii) a nucleic acid sequence encoding a metallothionein protein which is at least 
95% identical to SEQ ID NO: 2. 
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33. (new) Method according to any one of Claims 29 to 32, wherein expression 
of said nucleic acid encoding a metallothionein is driven by a constitutive promoter. 

34. (new) Plants obtainable by a method according to Claim 25. 
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